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Abstract Of the Dissertation
The plan for the research includes two sections and a conclusion

The First Chapter:

Muslim agreement (or The agreement of the people of the Qiblah) on
doctrinal principals. This chapter contains three parts. The first part addresses
the definition of terms and a precise description; this section is comprised of
five sections.

Section One: It addresses agreement and consensus, giving their linguistic
definitions as well as their definitions as terms used by scholars of Islamic
Jurisprudence, Fundamentals of Islam, and Islamic Theology. It also clarifies
the difference between the two definitions in three issues.

Section Two: The definition of Al-Qiblah (The Prayer Orientation)
linguistically and according to Shari'ah. I addressed the definition linguistically
and according to Shari'ah, clarifying the limiting qualifiers of the preferred
definition and the meaning of Al-Qiblah (the Ka’bah) clarifying its boundries,
its names, its description, and the reason that it was given this name.

Section Three: The definition of Ahl Al-Qiblah (The People of the
Qiblah); This includes an introduction and five issues that include the
meanings of synonyms for Ahl Al-Qiblah and the differences between scholars
regarding the meaning of Ahl Al-Qiblah, and a discussion of their views and
clarification of the preponderant view from among them, and a clarification of
the preferred Shari'ah meaning for the term Ahl Al-Qiblah, and the limiting
qualifiers of the preferred definition, and the excluded meanings of the
definition.

Section Four: Precisely describing the concept of Ahl Al-Qiblah; this
includes three issues wherein I addressed the precise definition of the concept
of Ahl Al-Qiblah by way of the agreement regarding the situations wherein
takfeer (declaring a person to be a disbeliever) is to be performed, the issues
that prevent takfeer, and precisely describing the methodology of the Salaf (the
Pious Predecessors) regarding takfeer, and differentiating between unspecefied
takfeer as the clarification of a Shari‘ah ruling, and declaring takfeer on a
specific person as an application of that ruling that is appropriate in our current
judicial/legal situation.

Section Five: A definition of Usool Al-1‘tigaad (the principles of belief)
linguistically and as a term; this includes three issues; wherein I clarified the
definition of Usool linguistically and terminologically, the definition of Al-
I‘tiqaad linguistically and terminologically, and the compound definition by
annexation of the two words ( Usool Al-I‘tigaad ) clarifying the relationship
between the linguistic meanings and the preferred terminological meaning.

Part Two: The linguistic and terminological meaning of Al-Emaan and its
reality according to Shari'ah. This includes five sections:

Section One: Al-Emaan (faith) and its linguistic meaning. This comes

within three issues wherein I addressed to Al-Emaan linguistically he meanings
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of Al-Emaan linguistically and the relationship between them, the synonyms
for the linguistic and Shari‘ah meaning of Al-Emaan, and I clarified the
relationship between the Shari‘ah meaning and the linguistic meaning of Al-
Emaan addressing some of the important issues in this chapter.

Section 2: The Shari'ah meaning of Al-Emaan according to Ahl As-
Sunnah wal-Jama’ah (The people who hold fast to the sunnah and the
community) from the Salaf (Pious Predecessors).This contains five issues:
wherein [ dealt with the meaning of Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah clarifiying the
Shari'ah basis for this name and the sects that fall under it, and the general
meaning. Then I dealt with Shari'ah recongnized Emaan according to Ahl As-
Sunnah wal-Jama’ah from the Salaf which is the statement of the tongue and
the belief of the mind, and the deeds of the limbs and the pillars, it increases
with obedience and decreases with disobedience. Through a study, I dealt with
the statements of the Companions that indicate this definition in addition to
verifying the attribution of the chains of narration to the Companions, may
Allah the Exalted be pleased with them. In doing so, I also mentioned the issue
of the chain of narration and its importance in verifying transmitted statements,
and I judged the narrations by individually studying each chain of narration,
and I indicated the weakness of most of them. Then I mentioned what was
narrated from the Imams of the followed schools of jurisprudence (Maalik,
Ash-Shaafi’i, and Ahmad) that is evidence for the preferred definition
according to Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah and I studied their chains of
narration and categorized them according to their strength or lack thereof, then
I mentioned what was related by the rest of the Imams of the Salaf of this
Islamic nation by transmitting in a general manner by mentioning their names,
and by transmitting in a detailed manner all of their statements. I concluded
this section by with narrations from Ahl As-Sunnah from modern scholars.

Section Three: The meaning of Al-Emaan and its true Shari‘ah meaning

according to scholars of Kalaam (logic based theology) from Ahl As-Sunnah
wal-Jama’ah. Herein, I have addressed the meaning of Al-Emaan, its true
Shari‘ah meaning according to the Ash‘arites who were split into three schools,
the first of which comprises: Those who agree with the Salaf, by way of
studying the school of Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash‘ari, making reference to two of
his statements, the most correct of which, in my opinion, is that which agrees
with the Salaf. Likewise, I have presented a study of the Ash‘arite school
through study of Al-Juwayni's opinion that he considered that Al-Emaan is
belief, and belief in its true sense is a statement within oneself. I also dealt
with the opinion of Al-Baaqilaani in a study of two of his books: At-Tamheed
and Al-Insaaf, and the preponderant position in my opinion is that he agrees
with the views of the Salaf of Ahl As-Sunnah. The second Ash‘arite school
comprises the School of the Murji’ah Scholars of Jurisprudence that excluded
deeds from the definition of Al-Emaan. The third school of the Ash‘arites is

that which was taken by Al-Juwayni.

Then I dealt with the meaning of Al-Emaan and its true Shari‘ah meaning

according to the Maturidites with the differing between them into two opinions
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attributed to their majority that Al-Emaan is belief with the heart only, and the
others said, "It is belief with the heart and profession of the tongue." And this is
the opinion of the Murji’ah Scholars of Jurisprudence and narrations have been
transmitted from their Imams to support this.

Section Four: The meaning of Al-Emaan and its true Shari’ah meaning
according to the rest of the sects and groups. This includes an introduction and
three issues: in which I clarified my understanding in this study of the major
groups that are present in our current situation. I clarified the meaning of Al-
Emaan and its true Shari’ah meaning according to the Murji’ah by studying
examples of the school of thought of the Murji’ah scholars of jurisprudence. 1
addressed several issues including: Verification of the statements of the
Murji’ah groups and sects, and the areas in which the Murji’ah agree with
AhlAs-Sunnah, and the truth regarding the difference between the Murji’ah and
Ahl Al-Qiblah.

I also clarified the meaning of Al-Emaan and its true meaning according
to the Kharijites by studying examples from the Ibaadis and I clarified therein
the meaning of Al-Emaan and its true Shari’ah meaning according to the
Mu’tazilites by studying examples from the Zaidites, and it appeared to me that
the Kharijites and the Mu’tazilites agreed with the opinion of the Salaf in
clarification of the true meaning of Al-Emaan in general, but not in detail. For
Al-Emaan increases and decreases and can be divided according to the Salaf,
however it is a whole that cannot be divided according to the Kharijites and the
Mu’tazilites, and it is for this reason that they said that a person becomes a
disbeliever by committing a sin. Then I mentioned the areas in which they
agree with the Salaf in the area of Al-Eman and its true essence and its true
Shari’ah meaning.

Section Five: Relating the consensus that Al-Emaan is belief, statement,

and deed, and verification of its occurance, and clarifying the meaning of it, I

studied the statements of the Imams in which they related consensus, and

preponderance with regard to the authenticity of the narration of consensus and
its taking place, and I dealt with the statements choosing the strongest of them.

The Second Chapter:The principles of belief as they were mentioned
in the hadith of Jibril (Gabrael). This includes an introduction and two parts:

The First Part: The Oneness of Allah the Most Perfect and Exalted. This
part contains an introduction and two sections; In the introduction, I dealt with
the permissibility of dividing the Oneness of Allah into categories, and that the
issue is terminological not textual, and that there is room therein for both those
who divide and for those who do not.

Section One: The belief in the existence of Allah the Most Perfect and
Exalted, and His Oneness in His Lordship and His Divinity. Herein I dealt
with the belief in the existence of Allah according to other peoples and thus
moreso according to AhIAI-Qiblah (Muslims) and the evidence for the
existence of Alah and the fact that it is unlimited, and the ways to prove the
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existence of Allah the Exalted that were established by the Scholars of Kalaam
who depended on texts but put logic before it, and the way of the Salaf who
proved the existence of Allah through transmitted texts along with intellect,
without preferring one over the other, and I joined the way of the Salaf and the
way of the Scholars of Kalaam and clarified the Qur'anic methodology in
proving the existence of Allah using the signs in creation.

In another issue, I dealt with Allah's Tawheed (Oneness) in Rububiyyah
(Lordship) and Uluhiyyah (Divinity), defining Tawheed linguistically and
according to Shari’ah, and clarifying evidence that establishes it and the
position of the polytheists with regard to the Oneness of Lordship and Divinity,
and the areas of agreement between Ahl Al-Qiblah in Tawheed with both of its
types.

Section Two: Tawheed of Allah in His Names and Attributes. Herein |
clarified the importance of knowing the names and attributes and clarification
of the meaning of them warning against committing heresy with regard to
them. Then I clarified the divisions of the Attributes according to Ahl Al-
Qiblah starting with the negators from the Jahmites and the Mu’tazilites and
those who agreed with them, pairing them with those who established the
Attributes.

Then I clarified the methodology of Ahl Al-Qiblah with regard to the
Names and Attributes beginning with the methodologies of those who denied
[the Attributes] from the Jahmites and the Mu’tazilites, pairing them with the
methodologies of those who affirmed them, clarifying their divisions in
affirmation — between affirming the attribute while entrusting [the
understanding of the Attributes to Allah], with all of its forms: affirming [the
understanding of the state of the Attribute to Allah], affirming the literal
meaning that is befitting of Allah, entrusting [the understanding of the state of
the Attribute to Allah] and denying the literal meaning, and entrusting [the
understanding of the state of the Attribute to Allah] and the meaning [to Allah]
without denying the literal meaning. The second category are those who affirm
the Attributes while giving them a metaphorical meaning, such as most of the
Ash’arites and the Maturidites, and the third category are those who affirm the
Attributes while comparing them [with that which is created].

I concluded this part by mentioning the areas where there is agreement
between Ahl Al-Qiblah in the Names and Attributes.

The Second Part: Believing in the rest of the pillars of faith (the Angels,
the Books, the Messengers, the Last day, and Predestination) and the areas of
agreement between Ahl Al-Qiblah, and this includes three sections:

Section One: Regarding the Angels, the Books, and the Messengers.
There
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are four issues that I dealt with in this section. The linguistic and Shari’ah
definition of the Angels, the ruling regarding believing in them, and the basis
for belief regarding the Angels, and the meaning of the Divine Books, their
position, the ruling regarding believing in them, and their relationship with
each other.

I clarified the position of believing in the Messengers and the purposes
and the Shari’ah ruling behind them being sent, the position of belief in them,
their duties, and the meaning of believing in the Messengers (peace be upon
them). Also, I mentioned the areas of consensus regarding this topic, and the
areas of agreement between Ahl Al-Qiblah.

Section Two: Belief in the Last Day. This involves two issues in which |
clarified the position of the belief in the Last Day and the meaning of it, and
other terms and Shari’ah names for it, then I clarified the belief in the
assembly, the positions, and the conditions that will take place on the Last Day
including the trial of the grave and resurrection and gathering and intercession,
and accounting, and the balance, and the basin and the bridge, and Paradise,
and Fire, and I clarified the areas of agreement between the Ahl Al-Qiblah.

Section Three: Believing in Predestination, its good and its evil. Herein
there is an introduction and three issues. I included a linguistic and Shari’ah
definition of predestination, the position of the belief in predestination, the
evidence affirming it, the levels of predestination, and the consensus of Ahl Al-
Qiblah that the belief in predestination is obligatory.

It also includes clarification of the least amount of knowledge regarding
predestination and the belief therein, and the statements of Ahl Al-Qiblah
regarding it (the Mu’tazilites, the Jibriyyah, and Ahl As-Sunnah and those who
agree with them).

Then I concluded my dissertation by presenting a summary of the most
important conclusions of the study and I added an important index to it, the
index of the ayaat (Qur‘anic verses), then the hadeeths and narrations, then
proper names and biographies of them, then the sects and groups, then the
references, then the subjects.

This is the effort of the weak the little, the one who is stumbles from his
sins and no doubt, there is deficiency therein that will leave room for the
observer to change and replace and complete that which is deficient and to fill
in the gaps. I ask Allah that this study should not be devoid of benefit, and I
hope from this blessed knowledge setting that the esteemed sheikhs will give
me their comments that will adorn this study in the garments of beauty and |
ask Allah to make the scholars' discussion and comments improve the research
and take it to the highest levels— Amen.
I also ask Allah to make me successful in being sincere in this work,

and to forgive my sins for me and to cover my faults, and to overlook my
mistakes. I ask him to grant a great amount of reward to those who
supervised this study and discussed it with me giving me direction and
correction.
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